PALS News Update March 2022
Welcome back and Congratulations ….you made it!
Despite all the challenges of the past two years it is great our teachers have come through it all with an enhanced
public image. One positive of remote learning is that many people have a new appreciation of the work of the
teaching and health professions…..let us hope this leads to increased pay and better working conditions.
During Covid PALS ran webinars each term and will do so in 2022. They will be free for all financial members.
We also are happy to promote any seminars/workshops that our like -minded Associations run….As the song says
“ We are all in this together! “ By this I mean that we all are working to ensure better learning outcomes for
students.
You will be also aware that in 1996 we passed a significant milestone…25 years of PALS!!!…….as it turned out we
could not celebrate due to Covid restrictions. We had planned a presentation Luncheon for our Anne Kennedy
Award winners….some who were waiting on their Award for some time as previous presentations were cancelled.
So we held it on Zoom …….photo below.
On behalf of the Professional Association for Learning Support, I would like to thank you for your support and invite
you to renew your membership with the association for 2022
Membership subscriptions play a vital role for a voluntary professional associations such as ours. They enable us
to sustain and develop the many important services and professional learning opportunities we provide. A.G.

The Anne Kennedy Award Presentation

Webinars
Term One is a time where we use various assessment tools to assess our students to determine
interventions. Later will use to tools to assess progress. In the RTI framework these might be referred to as
as Universal Screening and Progress Monitoring. Some tools take some time to administer and often are
the ones needed for funding applications and special programs. For classroom interventions we need tools
that are user friendly, easy to use and interpret results. Most of all they need to be valid an reliable able to
give you the information you need to design interventions
At our recent committee meeting we decided to focus on Assessment but we would like your input with
respect to your learning needs. What area would you like us to focus and which Stage level?
Which assessment tool would you like to learn more about…..let us know. In the past we have run very
popular workshops on the YARC. Is this an assessment you would like to learn to use?
Details of the webinars will be sent to you…….your input will be most appreciated.

What’s Happening in Term One and Two
LD Australia www.ldaustralia.org

LD Coalition www.ldc.org.au
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and in June

Successful Conference 2022
Monday June 27
Conducted by the University of Sydney
To register and for further information
click on the link below
SLC

Looking Back
In 2010 PALS ran a full day conference on Respond to Intervention. At the time we held our courses
at the PTC rooms at Leichhardt. Now it is common to see courses on RTI and reference to the
tiered levels of Support in many places. The pyramid showing the tiers is often in the literature with
Tier 3 the level requiring specific, direct instruction. It was quite clear in the research that the
Intensive level of support be delivered by highly trained, experienced teachers. That should e
clearly kept in mind when allocating support at this level.
When the PTC was located at Leichhardt we first met Jill Sillar who over the years has supported us
designing our brochures and flyers. At the recent Awards Evening held by the PTC Jill was awarded
the Association Service Award. Full story and photo is available on our facebook page.

Congratulations and Thank You Jill

