                                                        Happy Birthday to us   

   As Term 2 comes to an end for 2020 we can all breathe a great sigh of relief……what a challenging time it has been! All of our committee have experienced a very hectic time leaving little time to attend to PALS matters. We had to postpone our PD Day in March.  It now will be held in November on Friday November 27…..hopefully. Details will be sent to all PALS members.   
                                   
The Anne Kennedy Award
 On June 26 1996 our Association was founded. The first President was Anne Kennedy and since 2016 in her honour and to recognise the work of  outstanding teachers we have presented the Award. Your school should have received information re nomination recently. If you have not please let us know.  If you want us to directly send the forms to a particular person so they can be reminded there is an extraordinary teacher in their school to nominate then give us their contact details  It will also make sure the nomination information gets to the right person. 

Extension of Membership
As we have been so quiet is terms of running PD we would like to extend to all our current members an extension of their membership for 6 months. We still incur expenses in these Covid times ( admin costs etc) but these costs have been reduced lately. All our administration work is performed by the Professional Teachers’  Association PTC and we pay them. As a not- for - profit Association our Committee is made up of volunteers. Some of the larger Associations have paid employees and an Office…..one day we hope! Please help us grow by keeping your membership up to date  and encouraging your colleagues to join. 

Digital Conversations
Meanwhile we want our members  to make contact with each other by having digital conversations in small groups. These  meetings will take place via ZOOM. 
We have set the topic for the first conversation but really want to run conversations on topics you are interested in. 
The meetings will run no longer than 45 minutes…..they will be free.  There will be a PALS committee person facilitating the conversations but the input will be your input. They will be limited in number of attendees to facilitate discussion.  

Topic for First Conversation.……Reflections and learnings from distance learning… impact on your students  and impact on yourself and your role. 
We feel these  conversations  will be beneficial for our members and we hope that they will lead to the setting up  of networks where you can meet online with others in the learning support role.  Over the years we as a committee have met regularly through teleconference and for the past two years through ZOOM….the sharing of knowledge etc has been very beneficial to us all.  And even though we feel you may be ZOOMed out we think that making contact with your colleagues in similar roles in schools will be beneficial. 

The Jill Sherlock Memorial Learning Assistance Library

This is great resource…..you can borrow books online ……they are posted to you,  no need to travel! Save money and time and increase your knowledge……thus being a more effective teacher!  We encourage and have always encouraged our members to join. …….no charge. They are releasing a new newsletter. Details  to sign up for the newsletter  are  to be found on the following link. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/3/#inbox/FMfcgxwJWXWLxBvGBnXvWqndkrptvSGg


Some Links of Interest. 

https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/?utm_source=CM&utm_medium=Trending&utm_content=Science

New resources are available for workers suffering from poor mental health
https://the-riotact.com/new-resources-are-available-for-workers-suffering-from-poor-mental-health/380252


Australian Network on Disability
AND's National Conference recordings now available
Stronger Together, our virtual conference brought together a prestigious line-up of speakers who gave us valuable and practical strategies you can apply in your own organisation now. 
https://www.and.org.au/pages/conference-resources-2020.html

And on the following link you  will find the following article 
https://www.smartbrief.com/original/2020/05/8-ways-make-vocabulary-instruction-more-effective

In conclusion

1. Any enquiries re membership  and accessing the Members’  section of our website contact the PTC.  Ph 9716 0378
2. Contact sec.pals@gmail.com  re the The Anne Kennedy Award  and any  input or comment re anything in this Update.  
3. And  remember we do have a facebook page.  Items relating to our area of business are added there regularly.  PALS Australia


                       Have a great break!

